Proteinases of Trichomonas vaginalis: antibody response in patients with urogenital trichomoniasis.
Immunoprecipitation combined with electrophoresis in gelatin-polyacrylamide gels was successfully used for detection of antibodies against numerous proteinases of Trichomonas vaginalis in infected patients. The method proved to be highly specific as anti-proteinase antibodies were absent in women with negative cultivation of T. vaginalis and no history of trichomoniasis. Sera of 71% and vaginal washes of 86% patients with trichomoniasis were positive for these antibodies. In vaginal washes, but not in sera, antibodies were partly complexed with proteinases, possibly of trichomonad origin. It was also shown that serum antibodies as well as local anti-proteinase antibodies persisted for weeks after patients had been cured.